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Part One 

The Primary Symbols: 




Introduction: 
Phenomenology 
of "Confession” 


1. Speculation, Myth, and Symbol 

how shall we make the transition from the possibility of evil in 
man to its reality, from fallibility to fault?* 

We wiH try to surprise the transition in the act by “re-enactin g ” 
in ourselves the confession that the religious consciousness makes 
of it. 

Of course, this sympathetic re-enactment in imagination cannot 
take the place of a philosophy of fault It will still remain to be 
seen what the philosopher makes of it — that is to say, how he 
incorporates it into the discourse on man begun in the first volume 
of this work under the influence of the dialectic of the finite and 
the infinite. This final development will occupy the third volume. 
We cannot yet anticipate the direction it will take, since we do not 
yet know the new situation from which philosophy will have to 
take its bearings . 1 

But if the “re-enactment” of the confession of the evil in man by 
the religious consciousness does not take the place of philosophy, 

* The present volume is the second in the author’s Finitude and Guilt . 
The first volume has been translated under the title: Fallible Man (H. 
Regnery, 1966 ). — Tr. 

1 See the concluding chapter, 'The Symbol Gives Rise to Thought” 
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THE SYMBOLISM OF EVIL 
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1 Isaiah 21 : 11. 
* Ibid., 21 : 12. 


